
​ ​ ​ ​ Annual HMHRI Research Symposium 2025 
 
Date: May 29, 2025 

Agenda  
 

Time Speaker Title  

8:00 - 8:30 Registration  
Breakfast  

8:30 - 8:40 Ihor Sawczuk, MD, FACS 
President, Academics, Research & 
Innovation,  
Founding Chair, Research Institute, 
HMH 
Associate Dean of Clinical 
Integration Professor and Chair 
Emeritus of Urology, HMSOM 

Opening Remarks  

8:40 - 9:45 Research Using Cannabis 
 
Moderator: Hannah I. Lipman, MD MS 
Vice President, Bioethics 
Hackensack Meridian Health 
Linda Farber Post Chair in Bioethics and Professor, Department of Internal 
Medicine 
Hackensack Meridian School of Medicine 

8:40 - 8:55 Robert Stern, MD 
Psychiatry 
Heba Ekladios  
PGY2 General Psychiatry 
Resident, JSUMC  

Highs and Lows: Cannabis Legalization 
and Its Impacts on Older Adults 

8:55 - 9:10 Nasim Ahmed, MD 
Chief of Trauma 
Medical Director of Surgical 
Intensive Care Unit, JSUMC 

Impact of cannabis on outcome in 
patients following traumatic injury 

9:10 - 9:25 Sondra Maureen Nemetski, MD, 
PhD 
Pediatric Emergency Medicine 
Attending 
Simulation Lead, Pediatric 
Emergency Medicine 
Assistant Professor of Pediatrics 
and Emergency Medicine, 
Hackensack Meridian School of 
Medicine 

Trends in cannabis use in New Jersey: 
Effects of COVID-19 and cannabis 
legalization 

9:25 - 9:45 Panel Discussion 
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9:45 - 10:00  Break  

10:00 - 10:30 Judy Aschner, MD 
Director, Member Scientist, CDI 
HMH Professor of Pediatrics, 
HMSOM 

Environmental Influences on Child 
Health Outcomes. 

10:30 - 11:00 Lisa Carter-Bawa, PhD, MPH, 
APRN, ANP-C, FAAN 
Director | Cancer Prevention 
Precision Control Institute, CDI 
Deputy Associate Director | 
Community Outreach & 
Engagement, Georgetown 
Lombardi Comprehensive Cancer 
Center 
Director | Cancer Community 
Outreach & Engagement, JTCC 

Beyond the Clinic Walls: A Decade After 
USPSTF Recommendations - 
Innovating How We Approach Lung 
Cancer Screening to Address Inequities 

11:00 - 11:30 Susan H. Weaver, PhD, RN, 
CRNI, NEA-BC 
Nurse Scientist 
Ann May Center for Nursing 
Teri Wurmser, PhD, MPH, RN, 
NEA-BC 
Vice President, Nursing Research, 
Grants and Academic Affairs 
Dean, Georgian Court - 
Hackensack Meridian Health 
School of Nursing 

Fatigue, sleepiness, sleep quality and 
working night shift study 

11:30 - 11:45 Break 

11:45 - 12:50 Clinical Implications of Emerging CAR T Cell Research 
 
Moderator: Anna Broder, MD, MSc 
Professor, HMSOM 
Director, Division of Rheumatology,  
Vice Chair for Research, Department of Medicine, HUMC 

11:45 - 12:00 Martin Gutierrez, MD 
Director, Drug Discovery/Phase I 
Program 
Co-Chief, Thoracic Oncology 

Experimental Therapeutics 
Cell Therapy Program in Solid Tumors 
Hackensack University Medical Center 
HMHN 

12:00 - 12:15 Anna Broder, MD, MSc 
Professor, HMSOM 
Director, Division of Rheumatology,  
Vice Chair for Research, 
Department of Medicine, HUMC 

Cell Therapies in Systemic Autoimmune 
Diseases 
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12:15 - 12:30 Krupa Pandey, MD  
Associate Professor of Neurology 
Hackensack Meridian School of 
Medicine  
Director of the Clinical Research 
Division of the Neurosciences 
Institute  
Director of the Center for Multiple 
Sclerosis and Related Conditions 
at the Neurosciences Institute at 
Hackensack University Medical 
Center 

CAR - T cells and Neurology 

12:30 - 12:50 Panel discussion  

12:50 - 1:10 Awardee Presentations from SOM Research Day and Resident/Fellow 
Research Day 

12:50 - 1:00 Pramath Kalelkar, M1 
(HMHSOM Research Day 
Awardee) 
Mentor: Kevin Tong, PhD 

Patient-Derived Organoids for 
Pre-Treatment Screening in Colorectal 
Cancer  

1:00 - 1:10 Mohammad Junaid Rana, MD 
HMH Resident/Fellow Research 
Day Awardee  
Mentor: Adam Sagot, MD 

A 25-Year Global Publication Analysis of 
the Role of Spirituality and 
Religiosity in Suicidal Risk Assessment 
in Adolescents 

1:10 - 1:20  Mohammed Quadri, MD, MBA 
VP Strategy for Academics, 
Research & Innovation 
Assistant Professor, Department of 
Internal Medicine 
Hackensack Meridian School of 
Medicine 

Closing Remarks  

1:20 - 2:00 Networking lunch  

 
 
The event will be moderated by: ​ Tamara Friedman, PhD 
​ ​ ​ ​ ​ Manager, Research Communications and Education 

ORA at the HMHN Research Institute  
 ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ Elli Gourna Paleoudis, PhD  

Director, Investigator Initiated Research Program and Support 
Services | ORA at the HMHN Research Institute  
Assistant Professor | Medical Sciences Department, HMSOM  


